ioo               THE ROMANCE OF EMPIRE

St. "Vincent and St. Paul, elegant noblemen in powdered wigs
and silk coats and knee-breeches, ladies in the brocaded gowns
and high coiffures a la Pompadour, and citizens working at
their shop-doors, as they might be seen in the streets of old
Paris, made up a population as picturesque as any in the
world.

Here was the seat of government. In the chateau of St
Louis, perched upon a high rock, where cannon pointed grimly
over the channel, as if defying assault, dwelt the Viceroy of
Louis, all-powerful as Governor of Canada, and as autocratic
as the King of France himself.

In Quebec also were two other high personages, who each
in his own way had authority over the lives and destinies of
the French colonists. The Intendant was the chief legal
officer and the administrator of the colonial finances. To
some extent he shared the Governor's duties, and acted as
correspondent with the Court of France. Generally he was
hand in glove with the Governor in the crooked management
of the public money, and shared the spoil collected in an
unscrupulous way from this source, and from the profits of the
fur trade which passed through his hands. The other great
personage was the Archbishop who ruled over the Catholic
Church in Canada^ and regulated the conscience and religious
duties of the people. In addition to these three great men
who held the reins of power, there was a military commander
who had charge of the garrisons in Canada, consisting of a few
regular regiments from France and a militia raised from the
young, able-bodied citizens of the colony. Between this officer
and the Governor there was often a good deal of jealousy and
friction, which did not contribute to the safety of the French
Empire in the West. Nevertheless, in the hour of danger
such jealousies were generally forgotten, and both the rulers
and the people of Canada were animated with a hearty spirit
of patriotism, a fine courage, and a belief in their own supre-
macy, which made them a dangerous and powerful enemy to
the natioa which was to come in conflict with them.